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-- BREAKING NEWS --

The Australian Government announces $1.3M funding 
for the National Year of Reading 2012 

We’re delighted to share with you the news that the Australian 
Government will be providing $1.3 million in funding for the National 
Year of Reading 2012.  This is what the press release says:

12.00pm, Friday 8 July, 2011:  During the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards 
event at the National Library of Australia, in Canberra today, Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard formally announced the Australian Government’s support for the 
National Year of Reading 2012 and funding of $1.3 million through the Office for 
the Arts and Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.

Minister for the Arts Simon Crean said the National Year of 
Reading is an excellent initiative to highlight the importance 
of reading as a life skill and as a source of enjoyment.

“I commend the libraries and library associations, including the Australian 
Library and Information Association, for working to inspire a love of 
reading in Australians. The benefits of improved literacy are significant 
for both the community and workplace productivity,” Mr Crean said.

The Australian Government funding will support the One Country Reading 
and workplace literacy initiatives – two of the four key national programs 
for the National Year of Reading. Sponsorship is being sought for the two 
other programs – The Reading Hour and public library membership drive.
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This funding is in addition to the Adult Learners’ Week national grant funding 
provided by the Australian Government Department of Education, Employment 
and Workplace Relations (DEEWR) for the “It’s never too late … to learn to 
read” competition.  More information on the website www.love2read.org.au.

We are also grateful to the Sydney Myer Fund and 
Copyright Agency Ltd for their generous donations to 
project management and programming for the year.
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